
Mul$modal Wri$ng:
Using	Media	in	Academic	Wri0ng	



Cooks and Teachers



What is Mul$modal Wri$ng? 
• Wri0ng	that	integrates	different	“modes,”	such	as	wri:en	

prose,	images,	color,	video,	document	design,	and	sound		

• Mul0modal	wri0ng	may	be	presented	physically	or	digitally	

• Focus	on	digital	mul0modal	wri0ng,	but	mul0modal	texts	may	

be	created	without	digital	technology		

• Mul0modal	wri0ng	can	be	done	with	pencils	and	paper,	if	

that’s	all	you	have	available	



Engaging Students in Learning



Webinar Goals

•  Increase	understanding	of	mul0modal	wri0ng	

• Learn	how	it	can	be	used	in	the	English	language	classroom	

• Understand	the	advantages	and	challenges	of	using	

mul0modal	assignments	

• Learn	more	about	how	to	design	and	evaluate	mul0modal	

wri0ng	assignments		



Examples: Blogs



Examples: Collages



Why Use Digital Mul$modal Wri$ng? 

• Helps	students	to	develop	digital	literacy	and	cri0cal	
analysis		

• Promotes	crea0vity	in	wri0ng	and	idea	development	

• Enhances	mo0va0on	





What skills do students need to be 
successful as digital writers? 



Advantages for Students: Cri$cal Analysis 

• Develop	search	strategies	

• Understand	found	informa0on	

• Organize	the	informa0on	located	

• Evaluate	the	informa0on	for	usefulness	

• Analyze	the	informa0on	to	adapt	it	to	personal	use	



Advantages for Students: Crea$vity and Idea 
Development 

• Language	learning	is	a	crea0ve	process.		

• A	good	language	learner	doesn’t	just	repeat	what	others	have	
said,	or	write	what	others	have	wri:en.		

• We	want	students	to	be	crea0ve,	to	express	their	own	ideas,	

and	to	come	up	with	fresh	approaches	to	expressing	those	

ideas.	





“Crea0vity	…	contributes	to	what	should	be	our	ul0mate	goal	
as	educators:	inspiring	students	to	become	curious,	engaged,	
and	interested	in	the	world	around	them	and	within	them.”		

–Laura	Preble,	teachhub.com	



Advantages for Students: Increases Student 
Mo$va$on  

• Crea0vity	increases	student	mo0va0on			

• Language	learning	is	personalized	

• For	students	with	different	learning	styles,	mul0modality	

respects	these	styles,	whether	aural/oral,	visual,	or	

kinesthe0c	



What advantages are there for teachers 
who use mul$modal wri$ng?



Advantages for Teachers: Workload 

• Students	take	responsibility	for	finding	material	to	support	

their	wri0ng	

• Students	become	independent	learners	

• Students	create	more	interes0ng	projects	to	assess	



Advantages for Teachers: Learn with the 
Students 

Important:	

• None	of	us	ever	knows	everything	about	current	

technology;	we	can	learn	with	our	students	about	new	

tools	and	technologies.	



Challenges and Opportuni$es #1 

Some	teachers	are	uncomfortable	knowing	
less	than	their	students	do,	or	learning	
along	with	them.	
	
How	can	we	be	less	concerned	about	
students	knowing	more	than	we	do	about	
technology?	
	
		



Challenges and Opportuni$es #2 

Technology	is	constantly	changing,	so	our	
learning	never	ends.		
	
How	can	we	see	this	as	posi8ve	rather	
than	nega8ve?		
		



Planning a Mul$modal Assignment:  
The KISS Principle

(KISS	–	Keep	it	simple,	stupid!)	



Inventory Your Own Skills

Think	about	what	you	know	
how	to	do,	or	what	you	are	
comfortable	learning.	



Planning a Mul$modal Assignment: Students 

Learn	about	your	
students’	skills	
• Ask	them	directly	–	
you	may	think	you	
know	what	they	
know,	but	they	might	
surprise	you	
• Use	a	wri:en	or	
online	survey	

	



  
Planning and Design 

Three	types	of	assignments:	

• one	simple:	using	pictures	with	student	wri0ng	

• one	more	sophis0cated:	annota0ng	a	map	

• one	complex:	crea0ng	a	video	



Planning: The Topic 

• Op0on	1:	Choose	the	topic	for	your	students	to	write	about.	

• Op0on	2:	Help	guide	students	to	their	topic	choices.	

• Op0on	3:	Allow	students	to	choose	a	topic.	



Lower-Level Students

Choose	a	topic	with	which	they	are	familiar,	and	which	they	can	
write	about	with	confidence.	
	
Examples:	

- A	person	they	admire	

- A	place	in	their	city/town	they	enjoy	
- An	important	event	in	their	lives	

- A	food	they	can	prepare	or	that	they	enjoy	
	



Upper-Level Students

Give	them	more	freedom	to	choose	a	topic,	or	guide	their	
topic	choice.	
	
	



Planning: Teaching/Learning Objec$ves 

• What	should	your	students	learn	in	the	process	of	

comple0ng	the	assignment?		

• What	should	they	produce	in	order	to	demonstrate	this	

learning?	



Objec$ves: Examples

Students	will…	

• understand	how	images	can	assist	meaning	in	wri0ng.	

• choose	appropriate	and	meaningful	images	to	use	in	their	

own	wri0ng.	

• edit	images	for	size	and	placement	in	their	wri0ng.	


